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BBC Countryfile films the impact of The Wheelyboat Trust’s new 
accessible boat in Anglesey, Wales 

 
In The Wheelyboat Trust’s 35th anniversary year, the newly designed Coulam 
Wheelyboat V17 model is fresh off the production line. One of these new boats is 
being planned to make its way to North Wales Sailability at the Conway Centre, 
Anglesey to provide disabled people with a highly versatile and capable craft that 
will enable them to make the most of their abilities and opportunities.   
 
The new V17 model is designed to allow wheelchair users to take part in waterborne 
activities, the ease of access via a roll-on, roll-off bow door and large open cockpit 
make Wheelyboats remarkably versatile. The model can be operated independently 
by disabled people, and supports the Royal Yachting Association’s scheme 
‘Powerability’ by enabling more disabled people to get on the water. 
 
Wheelyboats and their innovative design attracted the attention of BBC Countryfile 
who were keen to find out more about how the Trust is changing the lives of disabled 
people in communities around the country. Presenter Steve Brown took part in the 
filming in Anglesey and was given powerboating tuition in a Coulam Wheelyboat V20 
for a programme which will be broadcast this weekend, on Sunday 17th March. 
 
The SEAS Sailability group and instructors from the Conway Centre tested the myriad 
uses of the V20 Wheelyboat on 28th February on the Menai Straits, including using the 
lowering bow door to test kayak rescues.  While filming took place, the award-winning 
Sailability group held one of their activity sessions for members some of whom were 
able to experience powerboating in the V20 for the very first time.  When their new 
V17 arrives it will enable Sailability members and volunteers to be able to attain RYA 
powerboat qualifications increasing their skills and enabling them to mentor others in 
the future.   
 
Andy Beadsley, Director of The Wheelyboat Trust, explains: “Without accessible boats, 
disabled people are largely denied experiences that able-bodied people take for 
granted.  Wheelyboats enable disabled people to participate alongside and on 
equal terms with their able-bodied counterparts. Over the thirty-five years of this 
charity’s work, it is great to see how our designs are really impacting people with a 
wide range of sensory, learning and mobility impairments. The Conway Centre is a 
great example of our nearly 200 Wheelyboats distributed across the UK, where this 
new V17 will really change the lives of lots of people in the local community.”   
 
Jon Gamon, Chief Instructor of SEAS at Conway Centre, says: “For quite a while we 
had been looking at various boats and systems that would allow our participants 
much greater independence – none of which we were particularly happy with until 
we met Andy and trialled the Coulam Wheelyboat V20.  The Coulam Wheelyboat 
design ticks boxes on a number of levels for us: it will allow us to access to the Straits 



at low water when we cannot use our pontoon (we have up to 6m of tide) and it will 
instantly double our capacity.  The bow door and clear deck will enable more and 
varied activity in her role as a safety boat allowing people with limited mobility to 
enjoy paddle sports as well as sailing.  Most importantly the V17 model will play a core 
role in making the group sustainable long term by enabling the disabled participants 
to become qualified to run the activities themselves. As soon as you step aboard the 
boat it is obviously well built with quality materials and attention to detail. She is the 
real deal designed without compromise.” 
 
Tune into BBC Countryfile on Sunday 17th March at 19:00 on BBC One to find out more, 
and tweet along using @BBCCountryfile and @WheelyboatTrust 
 
Visit www.wheelyboats.org to find out more about The Wheelyboat Trust,  
http://www.conwaycentres.co.uk/anglesey/ for the Conway Centre in Anglesey 
and https://www.rya.org.uk/programmes/rya-sailability/Pages/hub.aspx to find out 
more about RYA Sailability. 
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About the Wheelyboat Trust 

 The Wheelyboat Trust is a registered charity, dedicated to providing mobility impaired 
people, young and old, with the opportunity and freedom to participate in waterborne 
activities all over the UK.  Its role is to help and encourage venues open to the public 
to acquire Wheelyboats for their disabled visitors and to help groups and organisations 
acquire Wheelyboats for their own use. 

 The Wheelyboat Trust was founded in 1984 when it was originally called the 
Handicapped Anglers Trust. The first Wheelyboat built received its official launch from 
HRH Prince Charles at Fishmongers' Hall in London. In 2004, the charity was renamed 
The Wheelyboat Trust to reflect its broader aims and the clear need for Wheelyboats 
beyond the fishing lake for disabled, elderly and infirm, families and community groups 
for recreation and sporting pursuits. 

 The Trust has designed 8 different Wheelyboat models since its work began in 1984: Mk 
I, Mk II, Mk III, Mk IV, Coulam 15, Coulam 16, Coulam Wheelyboat V20 and Coulam 
Wheelyboat V17. A Coulam Wheelyboat V24 is on the drawing board for next year. 

 TheV20 has a Suzuki DF100B engine.  
 To date, the Trust has built and supplied 195 Wheelyboats across UK and Europe. 
 For more information, visit: www.wheelyboats.org 

 
About SEAS @ Conway Centre 

 Formed in 2018 and uses facilities provided by the Conway Centre 
 More than 220 people have already taken part 
 Set up the SEAS project (supporting enabling accessible sailing)  
 Encourage disabled people to become physically active, improve their health and 

well-being and create new social opportunities by targeting inequalities in outdoor 
activity participation and offer greater support where barriers to regular participation 
exist 



 www.facebook.com/groups/153522182027642  
 
About the Conway Centre 

 The Conway Centre provides high quality outdoor education and adventurous 
activities which support team development & raise attainment.  

 Conway Centres: Anglesey is a large, short term, residential arts and 
outdoor education facility set in idyllic surroundings on the Island of Anglesey, North 
Wales. 

 Originally the centre was designed as a merchant marine training school for boys. It 
was opened in 1964 by His Royal Highness, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh in order to 
replace HMS Conway a three masted, two deck sailing ship. As such the centre is 
unusual in having a wealth of indoor teaching/work facilities together with a wealth 
of on-site locations situated in an unrivalled environment. 

 For more information, visit: http://www.conwaycentres.co.uk/anglesey/  
 
About Coulam Ltd boatbuilders 

 Established for 25 years, they are one of the largest small boat builders in the UK having 
designed and built over 1,000 commercial boats.  

 Specialising in small day hire boats, they have expanded with help from The 
Wheelyboat Trust into larger commercial craft.  

 Their latest model is the Coulam V29 landing craft workboat powered by twin Suzuki 
DF200APLs. 

 All boats are individually built in GRP to customer’s own specification.  
 Their own engineering and stainless steel fabrication shop allows them to custom make 

fittings and components and almost everything else.  
 They supply custom built trailers for all types of applications and are a leading floating 

pontoon manufacturer. 
 For more information, visit: www.coulam.co.uk 

 
V series designer 
Andrew Wolstenholme – www.wolstenholmedesign.com  
 
Features of the V20, V17 and V24 

 Glass fibre construction 
 Bow door that lowers to form a ramp for roll-on, roll-off access 
 Open level cockpit 
 Drive-from-wheelchair helm 
 Flexible seating for ambulant passengers 
 Floor restraints for wheelchairs (when powerboating) 
 Shallow V shaped hull for high speed operation 
 Capacities: 

o Six people RCD Cat C (inshore waters) – V17 
o Eight people Cat D (inland waters) – V17 
o Eight people Cat C – V20 
o Ten people Cat D – V20 
o Twelve people plus crew Cat C & D – V24 

 Tiller or remote outboard option – V17 
o 2kw electric (e.g. canal trips) to 60hp on large lakes and inshore waters 

 Remote single outboard up to 100hp – V20 
 Remote single or twin outboard up to 175hp – V24  

 


